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Current Philosophy of Education of Joshua Aasgaard

Assuring that students learn content knowledge remains the purpose of education. Students will understand how to apply content knowledge, understand why it is valuable, and be able to make their own judgements about it in their lives. An effective education will create thoughtful, engaged citizens who are aware of their choices as individuals, and who know the likely consequences of their choices. By being passionate about our teaching, we will serve as models of inspiration for our students to be passionate about their possibilities and their potentials.

Further, I believe that when taught appropriately and appreciated as individuals, all students can master mathematical and analytical skills as well as verbal and written communication skills.  No one has found a single Holy Grail Learning Strategy or pedagogical approach that will work for all students. However, there are dozens of teaching approaches (a veritable menu of pedagogy) which if varied and applied appropriately will be effective for students. 

To get students to understand myriad content, educators must attend to students’ learning styles and innate talents by adjusting instructional presentation and varying learning activities to fit the students’ individual strategies for gaining and processing information.  And when one approach is less than successful, another should be tried until a successful outcome is achieved.  We must adjust our (spice and flavors of) teaching in order to make learning palatable for every student.  Learning communication (also known as “teaching”) is the outcome that is measured from a student’s performance.  When students don’t learn, it is the fault of the teacher or the teacher’s method with the students, not the students’ fault.  As educators we must discover and apply the methods and strategies that work for each individual student so that all students can achieve the outcomes desired relative to given content knowledge.  And beyond that, students will be able to apply their knowledge to their choices in life.  Positive self-esteem flows naturally from fundamental competence.  Self-esteem based on good wishes or praising mediocrity (grade inflation) will be hollow, while one based on know-how and skill will serve as a lasting foundation for appropriate self-confidence.  Failure to model appropriate outcomes or failure to correct students’ mistakes helps no one; mistakes and problems with content present additional learning opportunities, not failure.

For example, students must be able to do basic mathematics and understand the consequences of their choices to function as competent adults.  Knowing how to budget and save, knowing the benefits and disadvantages of choices (relative to further education or specific training for careers) will be impossible without basic mathematical and analytical skills.

Students need to have a maximum amount of choice and have strategies to decide what choices are appropriate and right for them.  The more skills and abilities a person has, the more freedom and flexibility he or she will have to fulfill a rich, enjoyable life.

In addition to basic skills, an appreciation of art, history, science, religion, philosophy, music and the role of an individual within a community or society should be taught.  History teaches lessons we can grow from and mistakes to avoid.  Science teaches “how” things work.  Religion allows us to experience the “why”(s) of existence and recognize our normative obligations to our communities and ourselves.  Philosophy gives us skills in argument and reasoning as well as an understanding of the amazing intellectual progression of humankind.  And without art, music and literature, life itself would be impoverished.  Beauty and creativity would be undervalued.  Moreover, literature, like history, allows students to learn from the experiences of the characters and situations and make judgements about them without having to have the actual experiences.  Thus, maturity and knowledge are gained without students having to learn from their own mistakes.  Simply put, an education rich in the humanities (the western canon) inspires us: “To go boldly, where no one has gone before…”

Competence creates hope, optimism, and progress.  We as educators will improve our communities, our state, our nation, and our world by helping create competent, confident students, who can know, understand, question, reason, reflect and act.

Finally, every single student can learn.  Some students will need accommodations and modifications, but as much as possible it is up to the educator to adjust to the learner and do what is necessary to help students discover their choices, their possibilities, and their potentials.  Not all students will be headed to a university education, but all students can learn about budgeting & saving and learn life-skills that can give them a ticket, minimally, to a middle-class life with home ownership, job-skills, and a sense of their rights and responsibilities as citizens. Start with the basics, but then inspire students to fulfill their highest potentials.  No one is actually created equal; we all have our unique talents, filters of understanding, and destinies to fulfill.  Education doesn’t equalize; it empowers.

Philosophy of Education Haiku

Visual
Auditory
Tactile
Kinesthetic

Education shows:
Real freedom for everyone,

Starts with the teacher?!
Inspirations sing:

Real freedom for everyone,

Starts with a talker!
Education holds,

Real freedom for everyone,

Starts with a kind pat!
Inspirations dance,

Real freedom for everyone,

Starts with a nice push!
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